BMMS::Class 09 – 04/11/10

Identity and youth
CASTELLS ET. AL.:

GROUP WORK: Explain situation / address questions

Castells et. al. (2007)

Elements of Youth Mobile Culture:

1.The management of authority vis à vis security (146-151)
2.The construction of a peer group through networked sociability (pp. 151-156)


2.1. Creating, maintaining, and reinforcing links through the mobile phone


2.2. Creating, maintaining, and reinforcing links with the mobile phone

3. Emergence of collective identity (pp. 156-157)

4. Strengthening of individual identity and the formation of fashion (pp. 159-162)

5. Projects of autonomy as principle of orientation for people (pp. 162-163)

6. Entertainment, games and media (pp. 163-167)
1. The management of authority vis à vis security (146-151)

Q: What are the main contradictions in the life of a teenager?

Q: What’s the role of the mobile phone in young people’s lives?

Q: Do mobile phones give children more independence or strengthen supervision from parents? Discuss.

Q: What are some of the reasons why parents give children cell phones? Are these valid reasons?

2. The construction of a peer group through networked sociability (pp. 151-156)

Q: How do young people use technology (e-mail / mobile phones) to address different social connections?

Q: How does the mobile phone allow for the creation of social networks in ways that are different than before (compare with fixed telephone, Internet, of F2F)?

2.1. Creating, maintaining, and reinforcing links through the mobile phone
Cell phone as a communication tool.

Q: According to Ling, what are two ways in which links are reinforced through the cell phone?

Q: How does the mobile phone simultaneously reinforces peer groups AND creates exclusion?
2.2. Creating, maintaining, and reinforcing links with the mobile phone

Q: Describe minimal sharing and hands on sharing of the cell phone.

3. Emergence of collective identity (pp. 156-157)
Q: Explain the ways in which the mobile phone allows for the creation of youth identity (appropriation of the technology)

Q: “If you are using SMS in its expressive function, why kill the moment with a call” (p. 158). Discuss.

4. Strengthening of individual identity and the formation of fashion (pp. 159-162)

(Compare to Katz & Sugiyama’s text)

Q: Why do Katz & Sugiyama (2006) suggest that mobile phones are both utilitarian and symbolic?

Q: Address ways in which cell phones are used as fashion devices and are personalized by users (becoming part of their identity).

Q: Can mobile phones be compared to a piece of clothing? How are they incorporated into clothing and displayed upon the body? (Katz & Sugiyama)

Q: How important is culture in understanding how mobile phones are used as fashion items? (Katz & Sugiyama)

5. Projects of autonomy as principle of orientation for people (pp. 162-163)

Q: What are the two types of projects of autonomy highlighted by Castells et. al? Explain.
