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THIRTY YEARS OF CHANGING HEARTS AND MINDS 

T 
his is Dr. Rebecca Leonardõs last teaching 

semester at NCSU. Many of you may know 

her from the classes she has been teach-

ing over the last few years: Communica-

tion and Gender, Interpersonal Communication 

and Relational Communication. What you may 

not know is that Dr. Leonard has been instrumen-

tal in getting family policies passed for faculty. 

 

In 1990, Dr. Leonard was asked to be Assistant 

Provost and Facilitator of Gender Equality. Over 

ten years, she was able to propose policies to 

make it easier for faculty to balance home and 

work life.  These are just a few of the changes she 

was able to make at our university. 

 

Stop the Tenure Clock 

The first seven years of research and teaching are 

key for University faculty. At the seven-year mark, 

professors are both tenured and promoted, or 

they are asked to leave. However, this is also a 

time when many women would like to start a 

family. When Dr. Leonard became Assistant Pro-

vost, some female faculty members were told to 

have their babies in the summer. If oneõs biologi-

cal clock did not turn out to be perfectly attuned 

to this plan, they would have to pay out of their 

own pockets for a substitute professor. Dr. Leo-

nard was able to propose the òStop the Tenure 

Clockó policy, which allows women to apply to 

òstop the clockó for up to a year while they start a 

family. The policy is also available for male fac-

ulty, as well as for cases of adoption and illness 

of the faculty member or a member of the family.  

 

Faculty Maternity and Parental Leave 

Another policy that Dr. Leonard helped create is 

faculty maternity and parental leave. Now all 

faculty members are entitled to paid leave for a 

serious medical condition, including birth of a 

child. This leave is also applicable to faculty 

members who need to take care of a sick spouse, 

child or parent. In 1993, President Bill Clinton 

signed the Federal Family and Medical Leave Act 

(FMLA), which requires covered employers to 

implement these policies, but Dr. Leonard is 

proud that NCSU had a policy in place before the 

federal act.       

 

Dr. Leonard also had a hand in creating a sexual 

harassment policy, and creating a position in the 

Office for Equal Opportunity and Diversity. Her 

first assignment at the Provostõs Office was to 

design a program for first-year students. This 

program has become the First Year College. 
 

 
Dr. Rebecca Leonard, cont. page 16 

òLearning doesnõt stop when 

you leave college: it is a life-

time opportunityñ no matter 

how old you get.ó 
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Dr. Rebecca Leonard is in her thirtieth year  

at North Carolina State University 
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Dr. Leonardõs first love is teaching. 

After over 30 years of service to our university, Dr. Leonard says she is ready to retire  

By Carol Martell 



T 
his has been an extremely challenging semester for all of us in the Department of Communication. For the longest time, we had hoped that the larger 

financial crisis facing our nation would not affect us. However, that crisis has now come to North Carolina, forcing the University, and the College of 

Humanities and Social Sciences in particular, to impose 4% 

cuts and to plan for additional 6-8% cuts. Fortunately, we have 

been able to absorb these cuts without significant impact on courses 

in Communication, which means that students get the classes they 

need to graduate. Most of our reductions have been to faculty equip-

ment and travel funds and to office staff. Still, we find ourselves in a 

position where we had no choice but to eliminate several spring thea-

ter courses and a few other course sections. We hope to make some 

of these canceled course sections available to students in the sum-

mer. Because academic departments in CHASS were directed to save 

as many course sections and seats as we could (and by doing so, pre-

serve some faculty positions), we also initially elected to combine our 

fall graduation commencement with our spring ceremony, which 

would have saved us about $4,000. As it turned out, we found funding 

to defray the cost of the fall ceremony, and will proceed with it as 

originally planned.  

 

Despite all this bad budget news, the Department has continued to 

assist and teach large numbers of students; our faculty and students 

have produced impressive research publications and grants; and we 

plan to go forward with future departmental events, such as 

òCommunication Weekó (a series of lectures, film presentations, 

seminars on business etiquette and resume writing) and the òWolfpack Speaks Public Speaking Contestó ð both of which will occur in the Spring. This move-

ment forward in the midst of a severe budget crisis is testament to the faculty, staff and students in the Department of Communication, who continue to 

work hard and persevere in the face of whatever circumstances they encounter. This makes me proud to be Head of this Department. 

 

 

DEPARTMENT NEWS 

T 
his May, The Department of Communi-

cation will lose a unique concentration 

which is often regrettably overlooked.  

The Communication Disorders concen-

tration incorporates science and communica-

tion to prepare students for a professional 

health career as an audiologist or speech 

pathologist.  As the last class of the Commu-

nication Disorders concentration prepares for 

graduation, it is a bittersweet moment.  Sara 

Hughes, Communication Disorders student, 

refers to her graduating class as òa group with 

a family-like bond that will create a bit of 

sadness once we all split up and go our sepa-

rate ways.ó  The last graduating class ñjust 

32 studentsñ is all female. Hughes became 

intrigued by the LCD program while research-

ing possible majors in her First Year College 

classes.  For Sara, the LCD program seemed 

to strike a perfect balance between science 

and communication.   

 

According to Sara, one of the frustrations 

includes a comparison between the degrees 

offered by NC State and other universities.  

While Sara and her 31 female classmates will 

graduate with a Bachelor of Arts in Communi-

cation and a concentration in Communication 

Disorders, students from competing universi-

ties applying to the same graduate schools 

will present their application with a Bachelor 

of Science degree in Communication Disor-

ders. Despite their almost identical course 

load, which includes courses such as Neurol-

inguistic Development and Disorders, Ad-

vanced Clinical Practicum in Speech-

Language Pathologies and Anatomy and 

Physiology of Speech, Sara and her class-

mates will have strong competition while 

applying to different graduate programs.   

 

Despite the potential of the Communication 

Disorders Programs, other universities are 

similarly phasing out their Communication 

Disorders Program because of the increasing 

number of universities that have instituted an 

undergraduate and graduate combined pro-

gram to provide an easier transition for their 

students.  Nonetheless, the Department of 

Communication celebrates the graduation of 

the last class who received superb guidance 

and education from Dr. Beth Barnes, Dr. Dan 

DeJoy and Ms. Cynthia Pullen. 

LAST GRADUATING CLASS FOR COMMUNICATION DISORDERS 

Communication Disorders Senior 
Sara Hughes 

Department Head and Professor Kenneth Zagacki Ph.D. 

By Kathryn Creech  
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MESSAGE FROM THE DEPARTMENT HEAD 

Dr. Ken Zagacki 



By Angela Spence 

MOBILE GAMING CONNECTS                                                                                      

PLAYERS TO URBAN SPACES  

I 
n the 1980s as video games became popular to the masses, teenagers 

would gather together to play arcade games like Galaga or Pac Man at 

the local video arcade.  During the 1990s, it became more common for 

friends to gather at each others' houses to play video games on a Nin-

tendo, Sega or Playstation.  In the early 2000s, online gaming became 

popular, with massively multiplayer online role-playing games (MMORPG) 

like Everquest and World of Warcraft for dungeon-questers, and Madden 

football matches versus players from all over the world for the sports nuts.  

 

Now that most people are carrying more computing power in their pockets 

than is contained on the space shuttle, the next generation of gaming will be 

location-based mobile games played on city streets.  Such a game was re-

cently featured as the premise behind the Numb3rs TV episode "Primacy."  

Called an "Alternate Reality Game," the characters played a game that took 

place both online and in the outside world through GPS technology. 

 

At NCSU, the Mobile Gaming Research Lab (MGRL)  is on the cutting edge of 

research about this new and growing phenomenon. Created in 2006, the 

MGRL is housed in the Department of Communication. The MGRL focuses on 

research of games that involve mixing the real world with the digital.  Such 

games can be referred to as hybrid reality games, location-based mobile 

games, urban games, mobile games and augmented reality games.  The 

MGRL was created to promote interdisciplinary and inter-institutional re-

search on the development of games that mix physical and digital spaces. 

The lab allows people whose research involves digital gaming to connect. 

 

"Most people think about video games when they talk about ôgames,õ" says 

Dr. Adriana de Souza e Silva, an assistant professor in NC State's Depart-

ment of Communication. Dr. de Souza e Silva's research focuses on how 

mobile and wireless technologies change perceptions of space, particularly 

urban spaces. "Critics of video games say that players lose their connection 

with ôreal life,õ but mobile games can actually get people out into the world, 

get them to rediscover their physical space and create local connections."  

Dr. de Souza e Silva was instrumental in creating the MGRL as well as two 

new Gaming courses for the Department of Communication curriculum: Com 

427 (Game Studies) and Com 537 (Gaming and Social Networks). 

 

Gaming research is not exclusive to the Department of Communication. 

Other faculty members at NCSU involved with the study of games are Timothy 

Buie, an assistant professor in the School of Design, Dr. R. Michael Young, 

an associate professor in the Department of Computer Science and Dr. 

Sarah Stein, an associate professor in the Department of Communication. 

These and other faculty across campus are associated with the NCSU Digital 

Games Research Center (http://dgrc.ncsu.edu/), which promotes advance-

ment of research on new modes of entertainment and digital media. 

 

There are currently four graduate students in the CRDM program involved in 

the development of the MGRL and mobile gaming research, but any gradu-

ate or undergraduate student interested in studying games should talk to Dr. 

de Souza e Silva to become associated with the lab.  Daniel M. Sutko cur-

rently researches mobile technologies as related to surveillance/security 

and the educational and advertising applications of location-based media. 

Shaun Cashman is working on research involving immersion in video games. 

Christin Phelps designed and programmed the games database on the 

MGRL website. Chad OõNeil is currently researching the use of digital infor-

mation (mods) in MMORPGs. Shaun and Christin are the authors of one 

chapter in Dr. de Souza e Silvaõs upcoming book, which is co-authored by 

Daniel M. Sutko. 

 

Currently, the MGRL is a virtual lab but Dr. de Souza e Silva hopes to obtain a 

physical location for the lab in the near future.  For more information on the  

Mobile Gaming Research Lab go to: http://mglab.chass.ncsu.edu. 

 

"Critics of video games say that players 

lose their connection with ôreal life,õ but 

mobile games can actually get people 

out into the world..."   

Shaun Cashman (left), Dr. Adriana de Souza e Silva (center) and 

Daniel M. Sutko (right) discuss their research. 
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SCIENCE + HUMANITIES = INNOVATION 

DEPARTMENT NEWS 

A 
fter holding many conversations and dis-

cussions on the topic of science and tech-

nology studies and their interaction with 

"science, technology and industrial affili-

ates," Professor David M. Berube, NCSU communi-

cation professor, developed a project proposal 

entitled the Public Communication of Science & 

Technology (PCOST).  PCOST was established in 

2008 and the mission is òto provide opportunities 

for scholars to understand and improve the public 

communication of emerging science and technol-

ogy.ó  Ultimately, the project seeks to benefit the 

communities of science and technology, and to 

develop a strengthened relationship between fields 

in humanities and social sciences with science and 

technology.  The PCOST project will work with fields 

that include communication, human sciences, me-

dia studies and any other subjects in association 

with those fields.  PCOST will perform as a basis to 

solicit grants, and the budget for the project will 

pull from multiple sources, such as external grant 

sources or industrial sponsorships. 

 

According to Berube, PCOST seeks to develop and 

produce data based on òqualitative and quantita-

tive research methodologieséthat are more infer-

ential than descriptive in natureó on issues regard-

ing science and technology in the 21st century.  The 

topics may include communication, public percep-

tion or any other variables that impact public ac-

ceptance of science issues.  A unique characteristic 

that sets PCOST apart from other research is high-

lighted in the projectõs primary goal, which is òto 

provide data to enable informed decision making 

about public issues in emerging science and tech-

nology.ó  One point that was raised during the pro-

posal of the project was that there are not enough 

objective studies written by humanists and social 

scientists.  PCOST seeks to change the nature of 

research and to produce research that is more fact-

oriented and to present a more scientific approach 

through òempirical research rather than scholastic 

hypothesis generation and academic criticism.ó   

 

The PCOST team is composed of members who are 

academics and researchers.  It includes faculty, 

associates and graduate students.  The responsi-

bilities of the team are to: "meet regularly, gener-

ate grant applications, direct graduate student 

assistantships and co-sponsor events and speak-

ers."  PCOST involves multiple departments and 

will operate interdisciplinary units among different 

colleges within the university.   

 

The College of Humanities and Social Sciences 

(CHASS) at NCSU will host the national project for 

PCOST and provide minimal support and facilities 

until PCOST relocates to the Hunt Library on Cen-

tennial Campus in 2012. The project will work with 

other universities across the state and the country, 

including the University of North Carolina, North 

Carolina Central University, Duke University, com-

panies in the Research Triangle, and partners on 

NCSU's Centennial Campus. 

 

For more information on the PCOST project, visit the 

website at http://communication.chass.ncsu.edu/

pcost/index.html  

By Jenna Tie 

 

David Berube, Professor of  Communication, thinks that it is time to know more 

about nanotechnology. Berube is currently working with a $1.4 million grant from the National 

Science Foundation to determine how the public absorbs scientific information from this upcoming 

field. He states, òNanotechnology has tremendous potential for life-enhancing and life-saving ap-

plications. In no way do my colleagues and I discourage its application. However, we believe citi-

zens need to understand what it is, where it is and how it affects them.ó   

 

Berube suggests that as nanotechnology expands, it is important to figure out 

the best way to get accurate information to the public and to state and federal regulators so that 

they can make the decision about what is or is not safe. Without this understanding, the public will 

judge nanotechnology without the appropriate information.  

 

In an interview by the News and Observer Berube says, òthere is a window of op-

portunity right now. The public hasnõt decided what it thinks.ó It is essential that the public under-

stands what nanotechnology can offer in terms of medical advancements.  

 

BERUBEõS TINY TECHNOLOGY 
  By Mary Hall 
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DEPARTMENT NEWS 

T 
he Department of Communication honors 

program requires 12 credits (four 

courses). Two courses are universally 

required, such as the honors seminar. A 

student will also choose one independent study 

course and a cognate course that is related to 

the content of the individualõs research project. A 

student is initially identified as eligible based on 

his or her GPA (3.25 overall and 3.5 in the ma-

jor). Once students decide to be part of the pro-

gram, they take the honors seminar to refine 

their research methods and participate in an 

independent study with their advisor to complete 

the project. Finally, the student chooses a cog-

nate course to complete. The culmination of the 

program is a paper with two designated readers, 

the individualõs faculty advisor and a second 

faculty member. If the paper is approved, the 

student will be recognized at graduation for com-

pleting the communication honors program. 

 

Dr. Dan DeJoy, a professor in communication 

and director of the new honors program, has 

made some recommendations regarding the 

honors program. First, he suggested that there 

be a more formalized application process for 

admission into the honors program, although 

GPA requirements would remain the same. DeJoy 

proposed that it would be beneficial to send an  

e-mail to all first semester juniors with qualifying 

GPAs inviting them into the program. DeJoy notes 

that students should think about possible pro-

jects and faculty members who would be willing 

to mentor their project, what course will be  

taken as their cognate course requirement and 

getting  a signed statement from their advisor 

agreeing to be their mentor. 

 

DeJoy also recommends that eligible students  

take the seminar class after the independent 

study so that they do not enter the class without 

a topic or a potential advisor. This way, students 

can come back in their senior year and take the 

honors seminar to refine their paper and project. 

This would also encourage students to discuss 

their experiences in completing their work and to 

allow time for students to put their paper into 

poster form. This poster will then be submitted to 

the Undergraduate Research Symposium. DeJoy 

has taught the seminar class for the past two 

years in the fall semester and says, òLast year, 

there were a total of five students who completed 

the honors program. This year, there are a total of 

three.ó Dejoy is a mentor to one of these stu-

dents who will present her work at the speech 

and hearing convention later this fall. DeJoy ex-

plains that òThe honors program is not for every-

one. Itõs for pushing yourself and doing inde-

pendent work with drive.ó  

DeJoy explains that  

òThe honors program is 

not for everyone. Itõs for 

pushing yourself and 

doing independent 

work with drive.ó  

HONORS PROGRAM: GATEWAY TO ACADEMIC SUCCESS  
By Mary Hall 

DEPARTMENT ENGAGES IN THE ENERGY DISCUSSION 

D 
r. William Kinsella, associate professor in the Department of Com-

munication, showcased his organizational communication talents 

this semester as he spearheaded the 2008 CHASS Energy Sympo-

sium as Chair of the Organizing Committee.   

 

The CHASS Energy Symposium was held as 

a three-part discussion series throughout 

the month of October. It featured guest 

panelists from within and beyond the local 

community presenting their views about 

the energy situation as it relates to their 

research and careers in the energy field. 

The symposium was developed to define 

the contributions that the humanities and 

social science disciplines can make re-

garding environmental and energy issues.  

 

Dr. Kinsella outlined how an interdiscipli-

nary approach to the energy challenge can 

get the dialogue started and the Sympo-

sium was that medium. "We are here to 

examine how public policy and politics can 

contribute [to energy issues]. We look to 

the communication field for ways to identify and effectively disseminate 

information about energy problems and solutions.  The sociology and an-

thropology fields seek to observe how we view energy as a culture and the 

patterns we have developed as a society," said Kinsella.  

 

The CHASS Energy Symposium can be seen as both a call to action and an 

opportunity to distribute information. "It is a way to bring together people 

who are similarly concerned and to build an infrastructure of people which 

can then lead to further collaboration and projects,ó says Kinsella.  

 

Dr. Kinsella's research focuses on environ-

mental issues: "I am passionately con-

cerned about the environment and the 

energy challenge that we face as a society, 

and (the symposium) is a chance to start a 

conversation about the energy problem."  

 

The inaugural Symposium coincides with 

Chancellor James L. Oblinger's Year of 

Energy Initiative, currently under way at 

North Carolina State University.  The initia-

tive strives to engage the topic of energy 

with activities on and off campus and to 

provide students with a host of resources 

that are conducive to learning about energy 

in our ever-changing world.  

 

Other contributors from CHASS and mem-

bers of the organizing committee were the Interim Associate Dean of CHASS, 

Mary Wyer; Professor Thomas Birkland of the School of Public and Interna-

tional Affairs, or SPIA; Associate Professor Nora Haenn (Anthropology); and 

Mr. Allen Emory of the CHASS Dean's office. Dr. Rick Kearney of SPIA served 

as a moderator for one of the sessions. 

By Lily Valenzuela 
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By Carol Martell 

 

D 
r. Robert Schrag has been selected to exhibit two of his art pieces in the North Carolina Mu-

seum of Art. His work will be displayed in The Art Challenge Exhibition Nov. 25, 2008 through 

April 5, 2009. Entrants were asked to look at a Frank Stella piece, which he designed using a 

protractor and straight edge. They were then asked, using those same tools, to create a 

unique work that did not resemble the Stella piece. All the pieces were posted on a Flickr group, and 

each artist could submit up to four designs. The judges selected two of Dr. Schragõs pieces: Midwest 
Medley and Fractured Canvas.  

 

This will be Dr. Schragõs first NC Museum of Art exhibit, but he has won art contests before. Most nota-

bly, he was a winner in the inaugural Art-on-the-Move competition sponsored by the Raleigh Arts Com-

mission. For this honor, his art was featured on the sides of Raleigh city buses. 

 

Another very interesting note about Dr. Schragõs art ñ he says none of it would be possible without digi-

tal technology: òI cannot really draw and certainly cannot put brush to canvas, but I have doodled and 

sketched all my life.  New, enabling software lets me ôtranslateõ those rather humble works into more 

complex engaging versions.ó Go check out the exhibit for free at the NC Museum of Art.  Dr. Schragõs pieces: òMidwest Medleyó (top) 
and òFractured Canvasó (bottom) can be seen 
at the NC Museum of Art from Nov. 25, 2008 
through April 5, 2009. 

I 
n an election year, the field of communication is 

tasked with the responsibility of covering and ana-

lyzing the political campaigns.  Politicians must be 

able to produce memorable campaigns to convey 

the issues of their platform to their constituents. Our 

very own communication department has an in-house 

correspondent, Dean Phillips, that was able to weigh in 

on  the effectiveness of each candidate's campaigns. 

Dean Phillips is a lecturer of communication and a guru 

to all things media and public relations. 

 

Phillips' specialty in political campaigns became in-

strumental in shaping classroom discussions in his 

Problems in PR and Media Relations courses this se-

mester. Political campaigns are all about communicat-

ing. In fact, a good campaign never stops communicat-

ing. "With Obama, we saw that his message was about 

'change.' It was the slogan, but it was also the narra-

tive," says Phillips. 

 

Obama made history by spending between $600 and 

$650 million dollars on his election campaign. This 

money allowed him to develop a fully integrated cam-

paign. The McCain campaign was impeded by numer-

ous factors, including poor media relations, a lack of an 

established message identity and improper allocation 

of campaign time and money. There was often much 

talk of biased media coverage that allegedly sided in 

favor of McCain's opponent. "Good media relations 

helps candidates win," says Phillips.  

 

It is possible that the McCain campaign was so occu-

pied with a goal of receiving positive press, that they 

lost focus of their messages. "With McCain, we didn't 

see a strategic, consistent message," says Phillips. 

 

The McCain campaign also fell short in planning their 

campaign stops and properly researching whom their 

message was reaching. North Carolina is historically 

known to be a Republican state. Such assumptions led 

to an oversight by the campaign on the need to canvass 

in North Carolina and to ask for their votes. In the end, 

North Carolina became a swing state and one that 

McCain lost. At a certain juncture, what would deter-

mine the Presidency became not "a judgment about 

who was qualified to be President, but about how each 

candidate was communicating," says Phillips. 

PHILLIPS WEIGHS IN ON PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGN MESSAGES 

Dean Phillips 

òObama made history by spend-

ing between $600 and $650 

million dollars on his election 

campaign.ó 

DEPARTMENT NEWS 

By Lily Valenzuela 
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DR. SCHRAGõS ART SELECTED 

FOR EXHIBITION AT NC MUSEUM OF ART 

 


